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Funding stages, explained

Bootstrapping to IPO — what each stage means and what investors expect.

Bootstrapped

Founders’ own money and

early revenue

Pre-seed

Friends, family, angels —

building the first version

Seed

Angels & seed funds — finding

product-market fit

Series A

VCs — scaling what works

Series B / C

Larger VCs — expanding

teams, markets, products

Pre-IPO

Late-stage & private equity

IPO

Listing on a stock exchange
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